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Longitudinal studies are required

We thank Patel et al. for their correspondence and
interest in the research. We absolutely agree that indi-
cation for amputation and revascularisation is a key
component to understanding the differential rates.
However, HES does not collect data of sufficient
quality to allow such analysis. To fully understand
these inequalities, a prospective longitudinal study is
required. Our research, therefore, should be viewed as
hypothesis generating and a stimulus for work into
this poorly understood public health problem.

Declarations
Competing interests: None declared.

Naseer Ahmad

Liverpool Vascular and Endovascular Service (LiVES), Royal
Liverpool University Hospital, Liverpool L7 8XP, UK
Email: naseer.ahmad@liv.ac.uk

G Neil Thomas
Public Health, Epidemiology and Biostatistics, University of
Birmingham, Birmingham B15 2TT, UK

Paramijit Gill
Department of Primary Care Research, University of Birmingham,
Birmingham B15 2TT, UK

Colin Chan
Department of Vascular Surgery, Wirral University Hospital NHS
Foundation Trust, Wirral CH49, UK

Francesco Torella
Liverpool Vascular and Endovascular Service (LiVES), Royal
Liverpool University Hospital, Liverpool L7 8XP, UK

Authors!

Submit your

SAGE Track

article ojine with

SAGE Track is a web-based peer review
and submission system powered by
ScholarOne® Manuscripts

The entire process, from article submission to acceptance for
publication is now handled online by the SAGE Track web site,
300 of our journals are now on SAGE Track, which has a graph-
ical interface that will guide you through a simple and speedy
submission with step-by-step prompts.

SAGE Track makes it easy to:

* Submit your articles online

* Submit revisions and resubmissions through automatic linking
+ Track the progress of your article online

* Publish your research faster

To submit a manuscript, please visit:
http://www.sagepub.com/journalsindex.nav

Select a journal and click on the Manuscript Submissions tab for
detailed instructions for submission.

®SAGE track




